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LIBERTY HILL FARM

INTRODUCTION:

As of this writing (2008), the Liberty Hill house, located on Liberty Church Road in
Beachgrove Subdivision, is owned and lived in by Larry and Carol Atema and their
children, Brent and Jenny.

The core of the house is a 1% story log cabin that dates to 1796. This currently serves as
the family’s breakfast room. An 1812 addition to the cabin now serves as the formal
dining room. The front section of the house dates to the 1830s, when major construction
added a center hall and four rooms flanking the hall on the first and second floors. In
1990, Mr. Atema replaced a Victorian porch with a pedimented porch supported by four
columns. He also expanded the house at the back with a new block that houses a family
room, second-floor master suite, and a modem kitchen off the core 1796 cabin.

HISTORY:

The land on which Liberty Hill house was built was originally a North Carolina land
grant to Thomas Buckle, a private in the Revolutionary War. It is doubtful that Private
Buckle ever saw the land. Rather than moving to Tennessee from his North Carolina
home, he sold the land to Henry Coffey. Mr. Coffey purchased the land as a speculator,
but he died before he could subdivide the land. After Mr. Coffey’s death, his heirs
divided the 640 acres into tracts of about 220 acres and sold them to would-be settlers.

The Liberty Hill tract passed through several hands before it was purchased by John
Hamer in 1810. Any one of the intervening owners could have built the log cabin that
originated the house, but it’s likely that Mr. Hamer built it because he is the only one of
the owners who was there to stay during that period.! He lived there for the rest of his
life. During his lifetime, he was active in the Liberty Methodist Church. In 1837, he
donated an acre of land to the trustees of the Liberty Church on which to build a new
church building.

Mr, Hamer had three daughters, two of which were twins. At the age of 19, the twins died
10 days apart in November of 1831. They are buried in the small cemetery north of the
house. Mr. Hamer was also buried there when he died in 1853 at the age of 83.

Mr. Hamer’s surviving daughter, Jane Hamer, never married, but survived both parents
and ran the plantation until her death in 1879. Records show that she lent money to
neighbors and then foreclosed on them when they failed to repay. During the Civil War,
there was said to be a good bit of activity on and around the Hamer Plantation. Civil War
documents reveal that Federal troops were stationed for a time on the ‘Widow Hamer’s
Plantation’ — yet she wasn’t a widow.



In her will, Jane Hamer left a life estate in 25 acres to five family servants who remained
with her after the Emancipation Proclamation and the Civil War, She also left them a half
acre as a burial ground ‘for my former servants and for any white person who has
relatives now buried in said graveyard.” Today, this cemetery is in Beech Grove
Subdivision.

After Jane’s death, the land passed to the Fly family. They operated a gristmill and later a
saw mill on the land. William Fly and his wife, Cynthia, deeded one acre of land for a
school in 1900. This school, the Liberty School, operated there until 1941.

Dr. Robert Thurman, a Nashville Dentist, bought the Liberty Hill house from the Fly
heirs in the 1940s. He drastically renovated the house, completely changing its
appearance. He sold the farm in two tracts in the early 1950s. The tract on the east side of
Liberty Church Rd. was sold to Stanley F. Horn, Jr., son of Civil War historian Stanley
Homm. The tract on the west side of the road was sold to John Wesley Little.

Room Specifics from the 2000 Tour of Homes:

Master Bedchamber
- Builtin 1853
- This was the headquarters for the ladies of the house while the men gathered
across the hall in the parlor.

Upstairs
- The original bedchambers were built in 1853.
- The walk through is the loft which still has the original wood floors.

Parlor
- Built in 1853, this was the gathering room for men.
- All four front rooms are symmetrical (16° x 16%)

Dining Room
- The windows are the original glass.

Log Cabin
- The logs and floor are original.

- The framing around the doorways in the kitchen were taken from the roof.
- The fireplace is original, except of the bricks.

Den
- Added in 1992.

! A document from the 2000 Tour of Homes states that the 1796 cabin was built by William Edmundson.
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Developing a Point of View

by Annette Stramesi

o

Lamry Atema of Spring Hill, TN, is no ordinary real-estate developer He feels most professionals
tind the dealmaking or the financing to be the most compelling aspect of a project ‘I like
the hands-on development, " says Atema, “from the footings to the toundation, right down

to the furnishings it | have my way:" He's also in lave with the 18th century—"my hobby."
he callsit. This litelong interest; which began in the traditional homes of his childhood is
retlected in many of the interiors he gets involved with, including those of the home he shares

with his wite Caral and theirchildren

Atema develops and project-rmanages bath commercial and res
idential properties large corporate offices; medical facilities and
layy offices; sparts and recreation centers; retall and residential
complexes are on s chant list: A current progect s for the Arlingtan,
Virgima~based, Freedom Farum, a nonprofit organization set
up to promote First Amendment rights aswellas minarlty par-
ticipation nthwe media. Aterma isserving as developmeant man
ager for almost 50,000 square feet of space for the Forum at
Vanderbilt University in Mashville The facilivy will nclude the
renovation of the First Amendment Center an Institute for
MNewsroom Diversity, offices. and a broadcast studio

18305 and s [he second additron 1o a cabin bailt i 78%a0 n 19804 tema
replaceda Mintoran pomh with @ pedimented version supporead by fol
cerlbimint
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Master Plan

Barn in Paterson, Mew jersey, and a licensed electrician by
trade, Atema incarporated the Commaonwealth Development
Groupn 1990, inSgring Hill, T The town isnow a suburh of
the Greater Mashville area, but atone time was a quiet village
of aboutone thousand people. Aremas route from Paterson 1o
Spring Hill was one that crassed itseif a few times. After col-
lege [n Texas, Atemna returned East to Mew York to join Mobil
Qil in the areas of safety and security far the company’s cap-
ital projects

Ten years later, he decided hed prefer.ta be in-a smaller
business. “l learned a great deal ar Mobil, but in my last year,
| began exploring what businesses | eould start on my own”
Real-estate development became a possibility, =g he moved
ter Houston to become part of a small develapment compa-
ny, He becamie praject manager for the Town Center at Spring
Hill, implementing the master plan for a new downtown. By
that time, Spring Hill was undergairig tremendous population
growth
Saturn automohbile manufacturing plant in the area. The care
of the Spring Hil| master plan was traditional: the City Hall,
past office, fire station, and tawn |ibrary served as anchars for
the downtown commercial rone

the result of General Motors' constructiaon of a

The Saturn plant brought withn it 3 host of related supplier and
vendor prajects, which led Atema to go inta business far hirm-
self, He developed and bullt five additional structures forthe
Lockhezed Federal Credit Union arid ed the largest facill

ty in the United States for Ryder Transpartation with a series
of residential-scaled traditional buildings surted to the Spring
Hill area: The Lockheead prajects toak advantage of his expert-
ise in 18th-tentury design: Frior ta the firm's move to Tennessee
their corporate look was contemporary, Atema convinced
mandgenmnent that traditional arclutecture and intericrs were mare
suited to the area and the company simage
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For fhe interocs of [1s namey Aterme warkedwih Karhanoe Aenoid of the Colanis| Williamsburg Besipn Stodo Over tha yeas. sfe ha framiently collizhe
ratet] with the developer o his commeitial projects aswell The Breakfast rocn ol Atemas home T ur-.r1| il il Mas= ATy S e W ey
ciFHFsand D frestie table. Fowter oty reprodicbonand Sntigle pisces 20d Hleaming doci1s e
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Personal Projects

Atemas own home iinearby Brentwood is 3 testament o his
persanal tasteand the carsful hands-on approach ke llkes (o
giveall his profects, The care of the houselis a ane-and-one

fralf story log cabin that dates o |/96; this is now the fmily's
breakfast room. An 1812 addition to/the cabin now serves as the
formal dining roem. The frant of the house dates taithe 1830s,
when malor construction added s center halland four rooms
Aanlan the hall on the firstand second oo, When Aterna redid
the house: around 1990, he stripped awaya Yictorian porchtand
replaced it with a pedimerted parch supported by faur calUmins

Healsa expanded the house at the back with & new black that
houses a2 family room: second-floor master suite! and 2 madern
kitchen off the core 1796 cabin, Jokes the developer, “‘My wife
absolltely refised to do the conking In the lag cabins frenlics!

Tabelpwithithe décomtion ofthe restored ard renowated hose
Aterris enlisted Katharine Armald. 3 designer with the Craft Blouse
Interiarn Design Studiarat: Calonial Willlamsburg. They con-
nected diring oheof his “hundreds? of trips to'the restoration;
3 place he says he never tires of visiting Therr business refationship
is-an ongoimg one she did the interrors forseveral of his
Lockneed prajects.

lhe relationship is also ‘one of give-and-take. She arrived |n
Brentwood determined to choose the rugs before anything else:
hedid net warm ta' fer suggestion of Oriental carpets, at
least not at first. Arrold says clientis very respectful ofand
k0w |[edgeable about [Bth-century design; but healsa fesls ane
mbist live in the present Says Arnold, "He bas atway of draw

Mg.on nis academic knowledge and translating it into practi

cal selutions for todays |1ving: He really takes what is beauti-
ful and makes it accessible”

While the interiors include fumishings of Williamsburg licensees
they alse featiire many antiglesand other reproductions: The
interiars alsa mix formal and mare casual styfes: Armold points
out that the rooms i the Atema house functicn on several levels
Theres always a table for food and drink, always a writing sur-
face or 3 place for books, And the guest rooms are designed not
|ust-farsleeping: they are designed to be comfortable retreats,

topiheouch thedook of the break st room af the itilnal {6 o ahin s
3 fiew afithe forral dining oo added i 81235 Tabls ahd chairs, ko

Carpetl Mogrtisar

EeNter & reproduciicase [TEe Mesiw it an Coental rugi e fon et rince;
thatallease clowh € an sntioue and stadds adjaent 1o the siser bedraam

- 2Lest becroom = thafmnt ol the house Amaold

bettami fed predoamimtes
says Higt thalples foeite A hrouphout the Asmi haims ate mlHiuneHod) oo
foetable for mling small meals FERLiGE WHLIBEOnsIMEly (et g
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