
Df:;:. SOLOMO!\! F.'_ETCt-lEI:{ ODEN

Dr. Solomon Fl£~.tcher Oden was born Nr.:JV. 17" 1848 in
Brentwood ~ Wi 1. J. iamson CoLlnty ~ Tel-lnessee. His parerlts were
Thoma.s HCi.rdin Oden" Sr. arId Rebecca. j'-Iarda.way Reams, both of
whom lA/ere or.iginal1.y from the Thompson's Sta.tion area. ~-lis
gr-a.ndfat:.her was SI.::!1.om(::Jn Ode", who left Maryland where he was
bor-n arOLlnd J..785~ and went to LoLldoun CoLlni.:y, Virgil,ia. He
mCi.rried Mi1.drE~c! Al,n Athey on o_JLlly ~'; 18(:19. They I,ad one son"
WiJ.liam" bor'rl .in Virginia irl .18.12. Seven more children were
borl, .irl Williamson Col_lnt:.y~ -r'ennessee: Solomon~ Jr.~ Albert~
Catherine ~ Sarah!l Thomas !I Dr. HE?ze~:. .iah al,d Jol,rl E.

They leiCt. t_oLldol_lri CoLlr1t'f ,,~.nd went to r~elson Couni:y~ Vir-ginia.
which wa.s apl::Jar-f'.J!,tly Ci. stop--over l::Jefore comirl~~ .to W.i ].1 1. Ci.mson
CoLlnty" Terinessee ii-I 1.81:::, when he f:lrst a.ppE~ared in the ta.:.:
r-ec:or-ds.

Dr. So 1 l.:Jmori F:'letc her- Oljen' s unc 1 e W,3S DI~.' Heze~.:iah Oden
whr:.' marr.ied Vent:Llria A. Reams. Their homepJ.ace!1 WalnL\t
Wj_rlds, l.s 1. (::)c:a.ted on Lewi,::,b'_lr-g F:o j. ~:.e arid is now owned by Bi 11
Sta.l ~:.Llp"

T_)r". Solomon Flet.f.:l-jer Clderi ~-!a.s thE? eJdest of severi
chi].d!"eri. He gr-ew LIp l.rl Br'eri.tl,oJoL,cl (:>r\ ,:", fal"m si.t:LI(3.ted 01' .thE~
ea.st: side l.:Jf t.hl:: Nashvi.l ].e--F:-r'.ari~:.l in TI_.lrl-lpi~:.e. I-le was 1 isted
"-"'IS a stLI(jel,i: 1.1-1 the Na~-:;hvi.llf? Cii:y Dj..recto'~y ii-I .1872 a.t tl,e
ar::Je r'::if :~4. IJpon I,is '~r"a.dLla..t~i.c)n fr'om the Uri1.vers.ity of
1'-!d.sl,\/i 1. J. e Med icEI.l Sc 1'00 1 hE.~ 1!-!E~I,.t t.o L.'3.~.:e Char' 1. es ~ Lol_li ~5i.a"a
bl_.lt soon r'.E'tl_\r-r!E~d .t.:o I,i.s r;.lr-.a"cl.fa.t:het-'s home in Thompson's
Qt ,. t ; (' I"1,:> _c.. ... -. ..

Dr... Oljel-\ s,ioon liiar-r-iec.1 t1ar-y Sophronia. Oden~ his first
col_lsin ~ who W,,-"'IS .the da.'_lghtel~ o'f .]oh" Eo Oden of Thompsorls
St.:.a.tion" br"other- to Thoma.s ~i = Odell, Sr. They ma.de their home
in Brerii:woo(:! o!, land (.~iver! to i:hE.~m by I,is gra.ridfa.ther!l tl,e
ol~igi!lal Solomori Oden 'fr'c)m t1a.r'flanti.

Dr. So1.r.::!{)iOII Fletchet- Oden pf~a.cticed medicine in
i3ren twood ftj'~ o'-ler. ~'5 year-s. ~-Ie was a member of the
Te"nessee Aca.demy of Meclic.irie a.ri(j was named I'Doctor of the
Ye,,:\r'l at onE~ poi"t: i.ri 1-1.;_s CCi.reer. He was I'doctor in char.ge"
of the L 8~ N Rai.].'~oad dl_Iring i:he constrLlction of Radnor
Yards-RCi.dllOt- L.a~:.e-LewisbLlrg 8.~ !\!tjrthern D.ivision.

Dr. So lomori Ci.lld Ma.r-y Sophl~ol' ia. Ode,-\ lived in a two story
fra.me hoLlse built by orle of the Reams men, a.n Llncle of Mary
Sophronia. It wa.s bLlili: of yellow poplar CL\t on the
pI ace. This ',ol_I'.::?e wa.s bL\i 1 t I,ea.r l...he II big Spring II off 8Jnyrna.

Road 0 Wheri it bl_Irnecl they' rebLli 1 t on the part of the land
between the Fra.n~:.lirl F'i~:.e and the railroad. This rambling,
'frame home bl_Irried i.n 1.927 bL\"t wa.s soon replaced directly orl
Fran~:.lj.n Road \'./here they ].ived Llntil they died.



One of tl,eir chi Idren!! l'1arion I:::rancis aden and his wife,
Edith Ma.ssenbLlrg Ode,n m~:\tie t.heir- I,ome with the older coLlple.
TI,~:! day before the above men1:ioned fire Edith MassenbLlrg aden
had given birth to their middle son!! fi:obert Harry aden. At
the time of t.he fire t:he new mother and her baby were removed
from the bLlrl,i"g hoLlse on a ma.ttress and laid in the yard.

Dr. Solomon Fletcher aden al,d Mary Sophronia. ha.d
eigl,t chi ldren: Mar-i.o" Franci.s Oden, John Wesley Oden, Lewis
Hat-deman Oden!! Thoma.~~ Ellsworth O(jen ~ Robert Edward Lee Ode,,!!
Rebecca May Oden" BLlj_St Core aden!! died a.t the a.ge of j_l
years and Solomon, Fletcher!! Jr. dj_ed a.t 1<:) months.

Dr. Ode" and his fam:i.l y were 1 i 'fe'--long members of the
Br'entwood Me.thodist ChLlrch. His f.3.ther, Thomas l-tardin Oden~
donated .the land for the Bt-erltwood Methodist ChLlrch and was
the first SLI"da.y SchooJ. SLlperi"1:ende,,t and a TrLlstee of said
c r-ILIr-'C h.

Dr c aden was .::1.1 so a farmer and r-a.ised wheat ~ oa. ts,
corl'" sheep, hogs and 'I sti 'ff goa.ts". 1-1e br'ed good ml_lle

stocp:.c Hi.s favorite bl_ll:;jgy anfj sadclle horse was "[lId Billy".
He ol"inecj .::I. l'1ode:t T Forcj bl_lt CC!I_.I].d f101: dr-.iv£=. He wa.s Y:.nown by
t hE:"! 1-\ i c: r:.I-I.::1.m(~ "0 1 f~j Sc: '-::\ 1 peef!'1 c

Dr. Ocjen wa.s a welJ.-read gellt.lemaf1" r-e..::\ding the Bible
thr'o'_lgh each year-. H~~ ta.I_.lgl,t the /vlen'!:; Bible Class at Br-ent-

j

~ wood Methodist Chl_.lr-'ch. ~-te ha.d goo(1 teeth al,d e)/esight. wel].
.into old age. ~-te !5er"-Ie(j ."::1.S compa.ny doctLlr- fol~ tl,e r-ailr-o':':1.d
dur-i.rlg constr-Llctiol-1 o.f 1::: hE! CL!t irl Br-entlA/ood c

AlthoL!gh h~:? r-et.ir-er-1 fr-om active pr-a.ctice ar-oLlnd 192(:)~ he
p:.ept LIP with cLIr-t-en.t metiical pr-of..:;Jr-ess al,d people woLI.ld sti 11
go to him for- advice .::I.nd tr-e.:3.tmerlt for- many years after- that
time. DLIr- ing hi.s ye,,"";I.r-s;. ("_If ~"Jr.ac .t.ice !,e was .:-\ bLlsy man !I yet
not: too bLlsy to go lA/her-e and whell h£= was neecjed.

Hi!:; lecjger- t~nt:r-.ies ::Lf! 1887 show d",\y \Iisits $1. 5(:) ~ night
visits $2.(:)(:) and the del.iv£=r-y of a baby $10.(:)(:). Often he was
a.ccompallied by gentle, soft.-.spo~:.en "Miss Mollie", a.s Ma.r-y
Sophron ia was r:.nown as among hj_s patients. In 1 a ter- year-s he
was of ten aided by his cla.'_.lghter-!I fi:et)ec("~a May aden (Mr-s.
Char-les Andr-ew Howell!! Sr-.)!1 a].so an efficient I,elperc

Dr-. Oden r-emember-e<::! t.he Civi I War- ",\nd to Id of Genera 1
Na.than Bedford Forr-est ~:.eeping hj_s spar-e hor-se i.n a thicp:.et
off Old Smyr-na Roa.d near- thc~ir home dLlring the Battle of
Nashvi lIe. The Confeder~~.te Ar-my r-etr-eated soLlth OLlt Old
Wilson TL!r-npi~.e. .

Mary Sophr-onia aden was the daLlfJhter- of John E. aden and
El iza.beth Rea.ms who both died whi Ie she was very yoLlng ~

leaving she and her- two br-otl,er-s" John W. aden and Solomon E.
Oden orphans. Solomon E. Ode" was p:.i lIed by a pistol shot by
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~~



J8.mes T. Croc~:.ett c.11i Feb. 26 !I 1882. i"lc::\ry Sophroni8. aden wa.s
('E!dt_tca. ted a.t the f=-ema,l e Aca.demy.

Ma{~y Soplirol,ia Oden' s father, John E. Oden, was a
confedera..te so:ldj_er an!:! served in Holman's Ca.valry. He died
of dyserltery while home on lea.ve from the war. Her mothet-!I
Elizabetli F{eams Oden" d.ied o.f tLlbLtrCLtlosis. Mary Sophronia
aden was left lanc.1 arId slaves by her parr::~nt~; bLlt this was
wasted awa.y by f I~ iend 1 y e~.:ecLltol~S. ShE! always bel ieved that
ha.d Linco 1 n 1 ived the SOLI th WOLt ld ha',je t-ecei ved compensa.-
tiorl.

Mar..'f Sophrofiia. aden Wc.".\S a real COL\ntry doctol~' s wife!, a
fv!etliod.ist of .t.he John Wesley ~-3i.:hool. She t.ithed hel~ bl_ltter-
a.nd egg morley. The Mj.ssio!ia.ry Soc iety W8.S a. pa.rt of het-
lii:e.

Ma.ry Sopliron .1.a. a.nd So 1 om on F.l e.tc her- be 1 ieved j_n
edf_\Catiorl for th,?ir- chilcjt-e!, - no sacrj.fice W8.S too gf~eat.

They bo.th 1 j.ved a.s peop l~? of God wi .th love a.nd I~espect for
the ott-ler. l-h(.?ir home wa.s I-lome .to many and they \Alel~e gOO(j
providers. They a.lwa.ys had ''-OJ. well stoc~:.ed smo~:.ehol_tse. l-heir
Ii a m!:.:; al,d otliel~ mea. t w.=,.s 5mo~...E?cJ !,'-I.i. i:h red cobs, h.ic ~...ory al,cj
a~:)I:1 J. e (J.jood.

Dr... Oderl d ii!!:!ij j.n 1.94:~ ':::i.lid 11a.r..y Soj::>hr-(':)fl j.a. in 19:34. Thej- t-.
home was first sold .to Ne1.~50r-! E::la.m and J.at.el~ to Sara. an(j Jim

, Wa.ll who have rest,,:ot-ed j.t..: .t.o its pl'-esent condition. The

h \:J Ll S t'? W a. S (J r- j- 9 j- rl ""-". 1 1. Y !::; '._'. r I~ (:1 Lt n d ~? iJ (:J y' .='. C ,~ i.=~ S 0 .f J. eve I 1 ,3. W n a r1 (,1

J.ar-gE:"! L""),,;;.~:. i::r-ees bLI.t. it has l:>een subdi\/icjed ii, r-ecent yea.rs.
Tlie Oder1-F:lj.ppen Cemeter.y is loca.te(j i_":Jn Wilsorl F'j..~:.e on l,,~rld
.th.:=,.t belo'igecj to .t.his I=>,,~rc(:::!l"
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